
 

 

 

 

 

THINGS YOU MUST KNOW 

-WHEN BUYING A USED BOAT- 

BACKGROUND 

Unlike the Australian Motor Vehicle Industry, there is NO legal requirement or otherwise, for a boat dealer, 
broker or seller to offer any kind warranty or guarantee with the purchase of a USED (second-hand) vessel.   

Consequently, this document has been created to ensure that Used Boat buyers understand options available to 
them at the time of purchase and to answer potential questions when considering buying a USED Boat from us.  

St Kilda Boat Sales & Service Centre has voluntarily created this document in the interests of safe boating for all 
and underpinned by open and honest disclosure, for which we pride ourselves. 

This honest and open approach by our businesses, has led to many hundreds of happy customers who have 
purchased a USED vessel from us and are enjoying Safe Boating with family and friends.  

Customer testimonials are proudly available from our office. 

STATUTORY REQUIREMENT 

We are a Licensed Second-Hand Dealer and Pawnbroker, registered with the Business Licensing Authority for the 
State Government of Victoria.  Our Licence No is: 9680. 

BOATING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (BIA Vic) 

We are proud and active members of the Boating Industry Association of Victoria and adhere to industry self-
regulation, Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct.  Dealer Principal, Darren Finkelstein is a Board member and 
Director of BIA Victoria. 

CAVEAT EMPTOR (BUYER BEWARE) 

All information supplied on a Used Vessel offered for sale by our company including; the vessel inventory (forms 
the basis of what exactly is being offered for sale) are designed to be a guide and any buyer is strongly advised to 
hire the professional services of a qualified Marine Surveyor and/or Mechanic, during the purchase process.  
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We recommend that all information and particulars are thoroughly checked for safe vessel operation.  

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of these particulars, we do not guarantee their 
accuracy. St Kilda Boat Sales Pty Ltd ACN: 101 594 932 Licensed Second-Hand Dealer No: 9680 and St Kilda Boat Sales 
Service Centre Pty Ltd ACN: 112 464 687 is a: Broker, acting as Vendor Agent only.  

The Purchaser, being at liberty to inspect the vessel and/or trailer to satisfy themselves as to its; sea or 
roadworthiness, condition, specification & Australian Builders Plate (ABP) compliance, must understand that all 
expenses or implied warranties of condition, statutory or otherwise, are hereby excluded and the vessel, its outfit, 
safety gear and all equipment shall be taken with all defects and faults of description without any allowance or 
abatement whatsoever.  

Prices & specifications are subject to change without notice. All prices quoted are AUD$ and inclusive of GST.  

SAFETY GEAR & EQUIPMENT 

We do not supply safety gear whatsoever, with the purchase of any USED vessel, because we are unable to 
guarantee its performance or condition, in an emergency situation. Therefore, it is the purchasers' own 
responsibility to ensure full compliance.  ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ά{ŀŦŜǘȅ DŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ±ŜǎǎŜƭsέ ŀǎ 
published by Marine Safety Victoria, is freely available from our office. 

We would be delighted to supply you with a new Safety Pack additional to your purchase, at a reduced cost. 
Otherwise, you can purchase your own from a suitable Chandler. Occasionally, a courteous vendor leaves items 
such as Safety Gear, Life Jackets, Flares, First-Aid Kits, Ropes and Fire Extinguishers on the vessel for the new 
purchaser to have at no-charge. Typically, this is as a gesture of good-will, however  sometimes items left are 
expired or do not work or operate as well as they should, batteries may also be dead..  

Consequently, before taking a boat on the water, we strongly advise the purchaser to fully check those items left 
onboard, to ensure that all items including; safety gear is in safe, compliant and operational condition.  All items 
Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǳǎŜ ōȅέ ƻǊ άŜȄǇƛǊȅ ŘŀǘŜέΦ 

You are again reminded, that all such items left onboard, shall be taken with all defects and faults of description 
without any allowance or abatement whatsoever.  

PRE-PURCHASE APPRAISAL (MARINE SURVEY) 

Whilst our Service Centre business here at the marina, is well-qualified, professionally trained and highly 
respected, we do not undertake any form of Pre-Purchase Appraisals or Marine Surveys especially on vessels sold 
by our business. 

It is important to our company, that your purchase of a vessel from us - is not influenced by our sales or service 
staff and that the advice you recŜƛǾŜΣ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ŀǊƳΩǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦ  
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Therefore, you have the right to select your own preferred & suitably qualified, marine professional to carry-out a 
Pre-Purchase Appraisal or Marine Survey. It must be understood that this appraisal is to be carried out, entirely at 
your cost and meeting your own pre-determined expectations.  

You may also wish to purchase a vessel άSubject to a satisfactory mechanical inspection and sea-trialέ. This 
written condition on our Purchase Contract is always understood and welcome.  ItΩs a great way of securing the 
purchase of your preferred Used Vessel , whilst you await an expert and independent opinion.  

We will make your vessel available at a mutually convenient time (subject to tide & weather) for your assessment 
(including sea-trial) and are happy to liaise directly with your assessor to present as much information and vessel 
history - as is available to us, by our vendor.  

Alternatively, you may choose NOT to have the vessel inspected or assessed and therefore purchase the vessel as 
displayed.  

SURVEYORS & ASSESSORS 
 
The following marine professionals have been hired by other clients in the past, to carry out a Pre-Purchase 
Appraisal or Marine Survey.  
 
Please feel free to contact these individuals directly and discuss your specific needs. They will advise you of their 
costs involved. Remember, their costs will not include the physical slipping and/or crane ŦŜŜΩǎ to bring your vessel 
out of the water for any hull inspection (see below for cost).  
 
Alternatively, you may source your own Surveyor or Assessor. 
 
Outboards & Sterndrives 

 Rodney Bell    Ph:  tbc 

 Bruce Dart @ Maritek  Ph: 0407-331 544 

 Noel Aarons   Ph: 0405-190 923  

 J.J Marine Craft  (Volvo)  Ph:  03) 9690-0713 

 Miller Marine   Ph: 0419-322 436 
 
Shaftdrive & Genset 

 Mark Reed @ Cummins  Ph:  0417-321 815 

 William Adams @ CAT  Ph:  03) 9566-0666 

 J.J Marine Craft  (Volvo)  Ph:  03) 9690-0713 

 Miller Marine   Ph: 0419-322 436 
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In addition to Surveyor or Assessors fees, there will be a separate cost for the actual slipping of your vessel out of 
the water for inspection. It is preferred (where possible) all slipping will be carried out by our Service Centre here 
at the marina. It is important to book your slip or crane lift - in advance, subject to tide, weather and availability. 
Our Service Centre phone is 03) 9534-8213. 

The costs are: 

 $6.60 per foot (Outboards & Sterndrives, less than 32 ft) on our launch trailer, towed by our Tractor. 

    OR 

 $440 for a crane-lift  (Shaftdrives & Sterndrives, greater than 32 foot and less than 12,000kgs)  

 NOTE: For vessels weighing in excess of 12,000kg the Travel Lift at Sandringham Yacht Club is suggested. 
 SYC will charge the client directly at the time of lift.  

    PLUS 

 $88 for Hull Pressure Clean (carried out by one of our staff) 

As result of your Pre-Purchase Appraisal / Marine Survey, your vessel may require some of the following works, 
for which our Service Centre would be delighted to carry out, at a discounted rate.  

 Annual Handbook Service 

 Anodes 

 Propellers 

 Mechanical Works or Repairs  

 Marine Trimming; (Repair or replacements of Covers, Clears or Carpets)  

 Marine Electronics 

 Battery Replacement  

 Antifoul  

All prices quoted are GST inclusive and any vessel slipped for inspection, will remain out of the water for 30-60 
minutes, unless prior arrangements are made, in advance.  
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BUYING WITH CLEAR TITLE 

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ±{w όǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊύ ƻǊ w9±{ όǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜƴŎǳƳōŜǊŜŘ 
vehicles) for vessels in Australia whatsoever. As workable solution by the likes of: Vic Roads, Waterways, Dept of 
Transport etc, may be many years away, the below process has been implemented by our company, to assist in 
the protection of our customers when buying a Used Boat from us. 

At the time of being appointed by a vendor to sell their vessel, we ask for full-disclosure of all finance agreements 
in place, that cover a third parties financial interest in the said vessel (eg: Bank, Finance Company, Business or an 
Individual).   

To confirm the vessel will be sold to any future purchaser with clear title, we ask for the vendor to sign a statutory 
declaration which will be handed over to the purchaser at settlement, if requested. 

  Should a vessel have monies owning to any 3rd party, we ask for a written confirmation of the  
  payout figures from the 3rd party, plus all contract numbers and banking details. It is our role to 
  ensure  that all interested parties are paid out (in full) at the time of settlement. 

  Settlement will not take place until this is confirmed and that clear funds are made available in  
  the event of a payout shortfall or deficit.  

Failure to disclose may result in litigation and imprisonment of our vendor.  A copy of the Stat Dec is available 
from our office.  

This document has been voluntarily created, in the interests of safe boating for all, underpinned by open and 
honest disclosure.  

Should you have any questions; please do not hesitate to give us a call. 

Safe Boating Always, 

Darren & Andrew 
Dealer Principals 
 
Boat Sales 03) 9525-5500 
Service Centre 03) 9534-5213            
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