
• The independent US magazine “Bass & Walleye”
conducted a series of comparison tests between
Mercury® OptiMax, Evinrude® E-TEC and Yamaha®

VMAX HPDI.

• OptiMax blew the competition out of the water 
in these head-to-head comparisons... proving that
they’re the No.1 direct-fuel-injected 2-stroke
outboards in the world.

• Compare the facts and see for yourself...

• Mercury OptiMax® were ranked “Highest in Customer Satisfaction”
for DFI (direct fuel injection) 2-strokes in the 2006 J.D. Power and
Associates awards – based on responses from 12,255 owners

• OptiMax outboards are ultra clean, reliable and fuel efficient

• They provide amazing power-to-weight performance

• OptiMax offers superior economy at cruising speeds

• And offer unique SmartCraft® digital engine management &
instrumentation...including the option to display on NAVMAN screens

Mercury OptiMax is in a class of it’s own!

© 2006, Mercury Marine, All Rights Reserved. Bass & Walleye Boats is a registered trademark of Ehlert Publishing Group Inc. E-TEC is a registered
trademark of BRP-ROTAX GMBH & Co. Evinrude is a registered trademark of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. HPDI and VMAX are
registered trademarks of Yamaha Hatsudoki Kabushiki Kaisha. Stinger is a registered trademark of Lowe Boats, Inc. Yamaha is a registered
trademark of Yamaha Motor Co, Ltd. All other trademarks belong to the Brunswick Corporation.

Australia call 1800 114 500 www.mercurymarine.com.au
New Zealand call 0800 688 262 www.mercurymarine.co.nz

Don’t be fooled...
OptiMax®beats

Yamaha & Evinrude
on all fronts!

Independent tests prove it...

Buy OptiMax for the bestDirect-Fuel-Injection 2-strokes

Ranked No.1 by owners!

Propshaft Rated 
Horsepower

Max. RPM at 
Full Throttle

Cylinders

Displacement

Bore/Stroke

Cooling System

Ignition

Starting

Gear Ratio

Gear Shift

Steering

Alternator 
System

Trim Positions

Fuel Tank

Weight 1

Propeller Drive

Recommended
Boat Transom 
Height

Propeller Options 2

Prop Selection (Pitch) 3

Induction System

Oil Injection

Counter Rotation

SmartCraft Capabilities

200

200 hp
(149 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

185 cu in
(3032 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92 mm x
76 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.75:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

497 lb
(225 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" & 30"
available

See dealer

12"-27"

Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25" / 30"

Yes/DTS

225

225 hp
(168 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

185 cu in
(3032 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92 mm x
76 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.75:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

497 lb
(225 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" & 30"
available

See dealer

12"-27"

Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25" / 30"

Yes/DTS

175

175 hp
(131 kW)

5250-
5750

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.87:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

150

150 hp
(112 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.87:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

135

135 hp
(101 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

2.00:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

115

115 hp 
(85.8kW)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.07:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

375 lb 
(170 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

90

90 hp 
(67.1kW)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2..33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20"
(508 mm)

X-Long 25" (635
mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

75

75 hp 
(56kw)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

Mercury OptiMax® DFI model specifications
OPTIMAX IS SMART.
Mercury’s unique
SmartCraft™ technology
continually monitors and
optimises engine
performance, plus provides
updates on engine and
operating conditions to
SmartCraft digital gauges
and/or NAVMAN
chartplotters and fishfinders.

On the 225hp & 200hp
engines you also have the
option of the latest
SmartCraft DTS (Digital
Throttle & Shift)... providing
silky-smooth gear changes
and throttle control.

OPTIMAX IS
PROTECTED.
Using more stainless steel in
critical outboard components
than our competitors. Only
Mercury engines use the
exclusive XK-360 aluminum
alloy, which provides added
protection against saltwater
corrosion.

© 2006 Mercury Marine. Mercury, Mercury Outboards, Verado, MerCruiser, Quicksilver and Sea Pro are registered trademarks with OptiMax, the Mercury logo and ‘#1 on
the water’ being trademarks of the Brunswick Corporation. Please note: Mercury Marine continuously explores means to improve the products it designs, manufacturers
and distributes. Changes to the specifications of its engines, boats and accessories are ongoing. Every effort is made to produce sales and service literature which is current.
This brochure should not be regarded as a precise guide to the latest specifications. This brochure is also not an offer for sales of any particular engine, boat or accessories.
Distributors and dealers are not agents of Mercury Marine and they have no authority to bind Mercury Marine by any express undertaking or representation, including but
not limited to representations of a product sales, application or service nature.
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Voted No.1 by experts!

Mercury was the highest-ranked DFI two-stroke engine in the J.D. Power and Associates 2006
Marine Engine Competitive Information Study. SM Study based on responses from a total of 12,255
owners of 2004 and 2005 model year boats registered between June 1, 2004 and May 31, 2005.
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Induction System
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185 cu in
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controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 
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(turnkey)

1.75:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
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(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

497 lb
(225 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" & 30"
available
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12"-27"

Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25" / 30"

Yes/DTS
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185 cu in
(3032 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92 mm x
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controlled
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Electric
(turnkey)
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w/ voltage
regulator
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standard

N/A

497 lb
(225 kg)

Flo-Torq II
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(508 mm)
25" & 30"
available
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12"-27"

Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25" / 30"

Yes/DTS

175

175 hp
(131 kW)

5250-
5750

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.87:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

150

150 hp
(112 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.87:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

135

135 hp
(101 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

2.00:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

115

115 hp 
(85.8kW)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.07:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

375 lb 
(170 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

90

90 hp 
(67.1kW)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2..33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20"
(508 mm)

X-Long 25" (635
mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

75

75 hp 
(56kw)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

Mercury OptiMax® DFI model specifications
OPTIMAX IS SMART.
Mercury’s unique
SmartCraft™ technology
continually monitors and
optimises engine
performance, plus provides
updates on engine and
operating conditions to
SmartCraft digital gauges
and/or NAVMAN
chartplotters and fishfinders.

On the 225hp & 200hp
engines you also have the
option of the latest
SmartCraft DTS (Digital
Throttle & Shift)... providing
silky-smooth gear changes
and throttle control.

OPTIMAX IS
PROTECTED.
Using more stainless steel in
critical outboard components
than our competitors. Only
Mercury engines use the
exclusive XK-360 aluminum
alloy, which provides added
protection against saltwater
corrosion.

© 2006 Mercury Marine. Mercury, Mercury Outboards, Verado, MerCruiser, Quicksilver and Sea Pro are registered trademarks with OptiMax, the Mercury logo and ‘#1 on
the water’ being trademarks of the Brunswick Corporation. Please note: Mercury Marine continuously explores means to improve the products it designs, manufacturers
and distributes. Changes to the specifications of its engines, boats and accessories are ongoing. Every effort is made to produce sales and service literature which is current.
This brochure should not be regarded as a precise guide to the latest specifications. This brochure is also not an offer for sales of any particular engine, boat or accessories.
Distributors and dealers are not agents of Mercury Marine and they have no authority to bind Mercury Marine by any express undertaking or representation, including but
not limited to representations of a product sales, application or service nature.
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Electric
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N/A
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(195 kg)
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25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

115

115 hp 
(85.8kW)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.07:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

375 lb 
(170 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
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N/A
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90 hp 
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5000-
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3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2..33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20"
(508 mm)

X-Long 25" (635
mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

75

75 hp 
(56kw)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

Mercury OptiMax® DFI model specifications
OPTIMAX IS SMART.
Mercury’s unique
SmartCraft™ technology
continually monitors and
optimises engine
performance, plus provides
updates on engine and
operating conditions to
SmartCraft digital gauges
and/or NAVMAN
chartplotters and fishfinders.

On the 225hp & 200hp
engines you also have the
option of the latest
SmartCraft DTS (Digital
Throttle & Shift)... providing
silky-smooth gear changes
and throttle control.

OPTIMAX IS
PROTECTED.
Using more stainless steel in
critical outboard components
than our competitors. Only
Mercury engines use the
exclusive XK-360 aluminum
alloy, which provides added
protection against saltwater
corrosion.

© 2006 Mercury Marine. Mercury, Mercury Outboards, Verado, MerCruiser, Quicksilver and Sea Pro are registered trademarks with OptiMax, the Mercury logo and ‘#1 on
the water’ being trademarks of the Brunswick Corporation. Please note: Mercury Marine continuously explores means to improve the products it designs, manufacturers
and distributes. Changes to the specifications of its engines, boats and accessories are ongoing. Every effort is made to produce sales and service literature which is current.
This brochure should not be regarded as a precise guide to the latest specifications. This brochure is also not an offer for sales of any particular engine, boat or accessories.
Distributors and dealers are not agents of Mercury Marine and they have no authority to bind Mercury Marine by any express undertaking or representation, including but
not limited to representations of a product sales, application or service nature.
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Voted No.1 by experts!

Mercury was the highest-ranked DFI two-stroke engine in the J.D. Power and Associates 2006
Marine Engine Competitive Information Study. SM Study based on responses from a total of 12,255
owners of 2004 and 2005 model year boats registered between June 1, 2004 and May 31, 2005.



Fact 2: OptiMax beat E-TEC in TOP
SPEED, ACCELERATION and WEIGHT!

Fact 1: OptiMax uses LESS FUEL and
produces FEWER EMISSIONS!

“After all the emissions hype and mileage hype from Evinrude, we expected   
the E-TEC HO to really put a hurtin’ on the other two, when it came to the

fuel fill-up. Yet that was not the case at all.”
US Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Fact 3: OptiMax is ENGINEERED 
TO PERFORM...and LAST!

Fact 4: OptiMax also has the 
HIGHEST CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg) OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)

WEIGHT

Mercury 
OptiMax 225

Evinrude 
E-TEC 225 HO

CARBON MONOXIDE EMISSIONS

Mercury OptiMax 225                        6.2

Yamaha® 225 VMAX® HPDI 5.8

Evinrude E-TEC 225 HO          5.0

“In the all-important mid-range acceleration contest, the Evinrude,
again, was the slowest ... The Merc, however, pulled ahead smartly
with a 6.8-second clocking ...”

– Bass & Walleye Boats® magazine, June 2005

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, June 2005

US Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Yamaha 
225 VMAX HPDI

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, June 2005

THE TRUTH ABOUT MAINTENANCE VOTED THE BEST DFI ENGINES BY BOAT OWNERS
Despite Evinrude’s many claims, E-TEC engines are not maintenance-free 
(as is confirmed in their Owners’ Manuals).

No marine engine is maintenance-free, because regular maintenance
lengthens the life of an engine and enhances reliability...in the widest range
of operating conditions.

OptiMax is designed to make routine checkups as simple as possible, with
innovative features such as freshwater flushing devices, lightweight cowls,
see-through fluid reservoirs and easy-to-follow Operator’s Manuals.

J.D.Power and Associates, headquartered in California USA, conducts
independent research amongst millions of consumers around the world
across a range of product categories.

In the 2006 Marine Industry Study, Mercury OptiMax was judged No.1 brand
of direct-injected 2-stroke outboard beating both Yamaha and Evinrude.

(We are also proud that our MerCruiser sterndrive was also the clear winner
in the EFI sterndrive segment too).

“Handlingwise, the brutish Mercury was the best of
the three – no contest.”

Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Highest in customer satisfaction for 2-stroke outboard
engines in the USA – 2006

JD Power & Associates Awards

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

MERCURY OPTIMAX OFFERS THE BEST VALUE ON THE WATER
• Superior all-round acceleration and top speed
• Best-in-class fuel economy and fuel efficiency 
• Renowned Mercury reliability and is 

inexpensive to operate & maintain
• Industry-leading corrosion resistance 
• Lightweight, compact designs are ideal for

new boats and re-powering older models
• Factory-backed 3 year Warranty 

– for peace of mind
• Features unique SmartCraft

technology and digital
instrumentation

Mercury understands that matching the right gear
case to every application is crucial, and no where
is gear case selection more important than on
performance boats. Our competitors,
however, outfit many such boats with
an aggressive crescent-shaped
leading-edge (CLE) gear case, that can
actually hurt a boat's top speed and
overall handling characteristics.

Only Mercury’s patented dual water pickups are
located on the front tip of the torpedo – the
ABSOLUTE BEST location to ensure a consistent,

strong flow of cooling water.

Weeds can be a major problem too,
and the pointed nose cones of E-TEC
HO's "high-speed" and Yamaha's
VMAX HPDI gear cases often don't
allow weeds to clear the gear case.
The result can be a blockage of critical
cooling water to the engine!

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

Mercury OptiMax 90 7.7

Evinrude E-TEC 90 6.7

OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)

Mercury OptiMax 200 5.8

Yamaha 200 VMAX HPDI® 5.5

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO           4.4
TOP SPEED (mph)

Mercury OptiMax 225 90.0

Yamaha 225 VMAX HPDI 84.9

Evinrude E-TEC 225 HO 84.2

Mercury OptiMax 90             42.6

Evinrude E-TEC 90      41.5

TOP SPEED (mph)

HOLE SHOT 0 – 30 mph (seconds)
Mercury OptiMax 200 7.6

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO 8.2

MID-RANGE 40 – 60 mph (seconds)

Mercury OptiMax 200 6.8

Yamaha 200 VMAX HPDI 7.4

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO 7.6
– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

225 hp data collected by Bass & Walleye Boats magazine 
for the 225 hp DFI Shootout published June 2005.

200 hp data collected by Bass & Walleye Boats magazine for the
200 hp DFI Shootout published December 2005.

90 hp tests conducted by Mercury Marine using Mercury Marine 
testing standards and practices. Test boat was a Lowe 180 with Stinger.®

Note: The EPA measures hydrocarbons and NOX, not carbon monoxide.

Mercury OptiMax produces 10% LESS
CARBON MONOXIDE than E-TEC despite
Evinrude’s claims regarding emissions.

OPTIMAX FEATURES A HIGH-PERFORMANCE ENGINE TECHNOLOGY,
MATCHED WITH THE VERY LATEST IN DRIVE DESIGNS

*grams per kilowatt per hour (g/kw/hr)

Mercury OptiMax...
designed for performance

236kg 256kg 265kg



Fact 2: OptiMax beat E-TEC in TOP
SPEED, ACCELERATION and WEIGHT!

Fact 1: OptiMax uses LESS FUEL and
produces FEWER EMISSIONS!

“After all the emissions hype and mileage hype from Evinrude, we expected   
the E-TEC HO to really put a hurtin’ on the other two, when it came to the

fuel fill-up. Yet that was not the case at all.”
US Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Fact 3: OptiMax is ENGINEERED 
TO PERFORM...and LAST!

Fact 4: OptiMax also has the 
HIGHEST CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg) OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)

WEIGHT

Mercury 
OptiMax 225

Evinrude 
E-TEC 225 HO

CARBON MONOXIDE EMISSIONS

Mercury OptiMax 225                        6.2

Yamaha® 225 VMAX® HPDI 5.8

Evinrude E-TEC 225 HO          5.0

“In the all-important mid-range acceleration contest, the Evinrude,
again, was the slowest ... The Merc, however, pulled ahead smartly
with a 6.8-second clocking ...”

– Bass & Walleye Boats® magazine, June 2005

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, June 2005

US Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Yamaha 
225 VMAX HPDI

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, June 2005

THE TRUTH ABOUT MAINTENANCE VOTED THE BEST DFI ENGINES BY BOAT OWNERS
Despite Evinrude’s many claims, E-TEC engines are not maintenance-free 
(as is confirmed in their Owners’ Manuals).

No marine engine is maintenance-free, because regular maintenance
lengthens the life of an engine and enhances reliability...in the widest range
of operating conditions.

OptiMax is designed to make routine checkups as simple as possible, with
innovative features such as freshwater flushing devices, lightweight cowls,
see-through fluid reservoirs and easy-to-follow Operator’s Manuals.

J.D.Power and Associates, headquartered in California USA, conducts
independent research amongst millions of consumers around the world
across a range of product categories.

In the 2006 Marine Industry Study, Mercury OptiMax was judged No.1 brand
of direct-injected 2-stroke outboard beating both Yamaha and Evinrude.

(We are also proud that our MerCruiser sterndrive was also the clear winner
in the EFI sterndrive segment too).

“Handlingwise, the brutish Mercury was the best of
the three – no contest.”

Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Highest in customer satisfaction for 2-stroke outboard
engines in the USA – 2006

JD Power & Associates Awards

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

MERCURY OPTIMAX OFFERS THE BEST VALUE ON THE WATER
• Superior all-round acceleration and top speed
• Best-in-class fuel economy and fuel efficiency 
• Renowned Mercury reliability and is 

inexpensive to operate & maintain
• Industry-leading corrosion resistance 
• Lightweight, compact designs are ideal for

new boats and re-powering older models
• Factory-backed 3 year Warranty 

– for peace of mind
• Features unique SmartCraft

technology and digital
instrumentation

Mercury understands that matching the right gear
case to every application is crucial, and no where
is gear case selection more important than on
performance boats. Our competitors,
however, outfit many such boats with
an aggressive crescent-shaped
leading-edge (CLE) gear case, that can
actually hurt a boat's top speed and
overall handling characteristics.

Only Mercury’s patented dual water pickups are
located on the front tip of the torpedo – the
ABSOLUTE BEST location to ensure a consistent,

strong flow of cooling water.

Weeds can be a major problem too,
and the pointed nose cones of E-TEC
HO's "high-speed" and Yamaha's
VMAX HPDI gear cases often don't
allow weeds to clear the gear case.
The result can be a blockage of critical
cooling water to the engine!

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

Mercury OptiMax 90 7.7

Evinrude E-TEC 90 6.7

OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)

Mercury OptiMax 200 5.8

Yamaha 200 VMAX HPDI® 5.5

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO           4.4
TOP SPEED (mph)

Mercury OptiMax 225 90.0

Yamaha 225 VMAX HPDI 84.9

Evinrude E-TEC 225 HO 84.2

Mercury OptiMax 90             42.6

Evinrude E-TEC 90      41.5

TOP SPEED (mph)

HOLE SHOT 0 – 30 mph (seconds)
Mercury OptiMax 200 7.6

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO 8.2

MID-RANGE 40 – 60 mph (seconds)

Mercury OptiMax 200 6.8

Yamaha 200 VMAX HPDI 7.4

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO 7.6
– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

225 hp data collected by Bass & Walleye Boats magazine 
for the 225 hp DFI Shootout published June 2005.

200 hp data collected by Bass & Walleye Boats magazine for the
200 hp DFI Shootout published December 2005.

90 hp tests conducted by Mercury Marine using Mercury Marine 
testing standards and practices. Test boat was a Lowe 180 with Stinger.®

Note: The EPA measures hydrocarbons and NOX, not carbon monoxide.

Mercury OptiMax produces 10% LESS
CARBON MONOXIDE than E-TEC despite
Evinrude’s claims regarding emissions.

OPTIMAX FEATURES A HIGH-PERFORMANCE ENGINE TECHNOLOGY,
MATCHED WITH THE VERY LATEST IN DRIVE DESIGNS

*grams per kilowatt per hour (g/kw/hr)

Mercury OptiMax...
designed for performance

236kg 256kg 265kg



Fact 2: OptiMax beat E-TEC in TOP
SPEED, ACCELERATION and WEIGHT!

Fact 1: OptiMax uses LESS FUEL and
produces FEWER EMISSIONS!

“After all the emissions hype and mileage hype from Evinrude, we expected   
the E-TEC HO to really put a hurtin’ on the other two, when it came to the

fuel fill-up. Yet that was not the case at all.”
US Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Fact 3: OptiMax is ENGINEERED 
TO PERFORM...and LAST!

Fact 4: OptiMax also has the 
HIGHEST CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg) OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)

WEIGHT

Mercury 
OptiMax 225

Evinrude 
E-TEC 225 HO

CARBON MONOXIDE EMISSIONS

Mercury OptiMax 225                        6.2

Yamaha® 225 VMAX® HPDI 5.8

Evinrude E-TEC 225 HO          5.0

“In the all-important mid-range acceleration contest, the Evinrude,
again, was the slowest ... The Merc, however, pulled ahead smartly
with a 6.8-second clocking ...”

– Bass & Walleye Boats® magazine, June 2005

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, June 2005

US Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Yamaha 
225 VMAX HPDI

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, June 2005

THE TRUTH ABOUT MAINTENANCE VOTED THE BEST DFI ENGINES BY BOAT OWNERS
Despite Evinrude’s many claims, E-TEC engines are not maintenance-free 
(as is confirmed in their Owners’ Manuals).

No marine engine is maintenance-free, because regular maintenance
lengthens the life of an engine and enhances reliability...in the widest range
of operating conditions.

OptiMax is designed to make routine checkups as simple as possible, with
innovative features such as freshwater flushing devices, lightweight cowls,
see-through fluid reservoirs and easy-to-follow Operator’s Manuals.

J.D.Power and Associates, headquartered in California USA, conducts
independent research amongst millions of consumers around the world
across a range of product categories.

In the 2006 Marine Industry Study, Mercury OptiMax was judged No.1 brand
of direct-injected 2-stroke outboard beating both Yamaha and Evinrude.

(We are also proud that our MerCruiser sterndrive was also the clear winner
in the EFI sterndrive segment too).

“Handlingwise, the brutish Mercury was the best of
the three – no contest.”

Bass & Walleye Boats magazine

Highest in customer satisfaction for 2-stroke outboard
engines in the USA – 2006

JD Power & Associates Awards

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

MERCURY OPTIMAX OFFERS THE BEST VALUE ON THE WATER
• Superior all-round acceleration and top speed
• Best-in-class fuel economy and fuel efficiency 
• Renowned Mercury reliability and is 

inexpensive to operate & maintain
• Industry-leading corrosion resistance 
• Lightweight, compact designs are ideal for

new boats and re-powering older models
• Factory-backed 3 year Warranty 

– for peace of mind
• Features unique SmartCraft

technology and digital
instrumentation

Mercury understands that matching the right gear
case to every application is crucial, and no where
is gear case selection more important than on
performance boats. Our competitors,
however, outfit many such boats with
an aggressive crescent-shaped
leading-edge (CLE) gear case, that can
actually hurt a boat's top speed and
overall handling characteristics.

Only Mercury’s patented dual water pickups are
located on the front tip of the torpedo – the
ABSOLUTE BEST location to ensure a consistent,

strong flow of cooling water.

Weeds can be a major problem too,
and the pointed nose cones of E-TEC
HO's "high-speed" and Yamaha's
VMAX HPDI gear cases often don't
allow weeds to clear the gear case.
The result can be a blockage of critical
cooling water to the engine!

– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

Mercury OptiMax 90 7.7

Evinrude E-TEC 90 6.7

OPTIMUM FUEL ECONOMY (mpg)

Mercury OptiMax 200 5.8

Yamaha 200 VMAX HPDI® 5.5

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO           4.4
TOP SPEED (mph)

Mercury OptiMax 225 90.0

Yamaha 225 VMAX HPDI 84.9

Evinrude E-TEC 225 HO 84.2

Mercury OptiMax 90             42.6

Evinrude E-TEC 90      41.5

TOP SPEED (mph)

HOLE SHOT 0 – 30 mph (seconds)
Mercury OptiMax 200 7.6

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO 8.2

MID-RANGE 40 – 60 mph (seconds)

Mercury OptiMax 200 6.8

Yamaha 200 VMAX HPDI 7.4

Evinrude E-TEC 200 HO 7.6
– Bass & Walleye Boats magazine, December 2005

225 hp data collected by Bass & Walleye Boats magazine 
for the 225 hp DFI Shootout published June 2005.

200 hp data collected by Bass & Walleye Boats magazine for the
200 hp DFI Shootout published December 2005.

90 hp tests conducted by Mercury Marine using Mercury Marine 
testing standards and practices. Test boat was a Lowe 180 with Stinger.®

Note: The EPA measures hydrocarbons and NOX, not carbon monoxide.

Mercury OptiMax produces 10% LESS
CARBON MONOXIDE than E-TEC despite
Evinrude’s claims regarding emissions.

OPTIMAX FEATURES A HIGH-PERFORMANCE ENGINE TECHNOLOGY,
MATCHED WITH THE VERY LATEST IN DRIVE DESIGNS

*grams per kilowatt per hour (g/kw/hr)

Mercury OptiMax...
designed for performance

236kg 256kg 265kg





• The independent US magazine “Bass & Walleye”
conducted a series of comparison tests between
Mercury® OptiMax, Evinrude® E-TEC and Yamaha®

VMAX HPDI.

• OptiMax blew the competition out of the water 
in these head-to-head comparisons... proving that
they’re the No.1 direct-fuel-injected 2-stroke
outboards in the world.

• Compare the facts and see for yourself...

• Mercury OptiMax® were ranked “Highest in Customer Satisfaction”
for DFI (direct fuel injection) 2-strokes in the 2006 J.D. Power and
Associates awards – based on responses from 12,255 owners

• OptiMax outboards are ultra clean, reliable and fuel efficient

• They provide amazing power-to-weight performance

• OptiMax offers superior economy at cruising speeds

• And offer unique SmartCraft® digital engine management &
instrumentation...including the option to display on NAVMAN screens

Mercury OptiMax is in a class of it’s own!

© 2006, Mercury Marine, All Rights Reserved. Bass & Walleye Boats is a registered trademark of Ehlert Publishing Group Inc. E-TEC is a registered
trademark of BRP-ROTAX GMBH & Co. Evinrude is a registered trademark of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. HPDI and VMAX are
registered trademarks of Yamaha Hatsudoki Kabushiki Kaisha. Stinger is a registered trademark of Lowe Boats, Inc. Yamaha is a registered
trademark of Yamaha Motor Co, Ltd. All other trademarks belong to the Brunswick Corporation.

Australia call 1800 114 500 www.mercurymarine.com.au
New Zealand call 0800 688 262 www.mercurymarine.co.nz

Don’t be fooled...
OptiMax®beats

Yamaha & Evinrude
on all fronts!

Independent tests prove it...

Buy OptiMax for the bestDirect-Fuel-Injection 2-strokes

Ranked No.1 by owners!

Propshaft Rated 
Horsepower

Max. RPM at 
Full Throttle

Cylinders

Displacement

Bore/Stroke

Cooling System

Ignition

Starting

Gear Ratio

Gear Shift

Steering

Alternator 
System

Trim Positions

Fuel Tank

Weight 1

Propeller Drive

Recommended
Boat Transom 
Height

Propeller Options 2

Prop Selection (Pitch) 3

Induction System

Oil Injection

Counter Rotation

SmartCraft Capabilities

200

200 hp
(149 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

185 cu in
(3032 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92 mm x
76 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.75:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

497 lb
(225 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" & 30"
available

See dealer

12"-27"

Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25" / 30"

Yes/DTS

225

225 hp
(168 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

185 cu in
(3032 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92 mm x
76 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.75:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

497 lb
(225 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" & 30"
available

See dealer

12"-27"

Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25" / 30"

Yes/DTS

175

175 hp
(131 kW)

5250-
5750

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.87:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

150

150 hp
(112 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

1.87:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

135

135 hp
(101 kW)

5000-
5600

V-6 (60° vee)

153 cu in
(2507 cc)

3.50" x 2.65"
(89 mm x
67 mm)

Water-cooled,
w/ thermostat 
& pressure- 
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric
(turnkey)

2.00:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp

(756 watt) 
w/ voltage
regulator

Power trim
standard

N/A

431 lb
(195 kg)

Flo-Torq II

Long 20"
(508 mm)
25" model
available

See dealer

11"-27"

2-Stage
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
Multipoint

25"

Yes

115

115 hp 
(85.8kW)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.07:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

375 lb 
(170 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
Direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

90

90 hp 
(67.1kW)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2..33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20"
(508 mm)

X-Long 25" (635
mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

75

75 hp 
(56kw)

5000-
5750

3

92.9 cu in 
(1524 cc)

3.63" x 3.00"
(92mm x 
76mm)

Water-cooled
w/thermostat &

pressure
controlled

PCM 555 
Digital 

Inductive

Electric 
(turnkey)

2.33:1

F-N-R

Remote

Belt-driven 
60 amp 

(756 watt)

Power trim
standard

N/A

360 lb 
(164 kg)

Flo-Torque II

Long 20" 
(508 mm) 

X-Long 25" 
(635 mm)

See dealer

9" - 26"

2-stage 
direct fuel
injection

Electronic
multipoint

N/A

Yes

Mercury OptiMax® DFI model specifications
OPTIMAX IS SMART.
Mercury’s unique
SmartCraft™ technology
continually monitors and
optimises engine
performance, plus provides
updates on engine and
operating conditions to
SmartCraft digital gauges
and/or NAVMAN
chartplotters and fishfinders.

On the 225hp & 200hp
engines you also have the
option of the latest
SmartCraft DTS (Digital
Throttle & Shift)... providing
silky-smooth gear changes
and throttle control.

OPTIMAX IS
PROTECTED.
Using more stainless steel in
critical outboard components
than our competitors. Only
Mercury engines use the
exclusive XK-360 aluminum
alloy, which provides added
protection against saltwater
corrosion.

© 2006 Mercury Marine. Mercury, Mercury Outboards, Verado, MerCruiser, Quicksilver and Sea Pro are registered trademarks with OptiMax, the Mercury logo and ‘#1 on
the water’ being trademarks of the Brunswick Corporation. Please note: Mercury Marine continuously explores means to improve the products it designs, manufacturers
and distributes. Changes to the specifications of its engines, boats and accessories are ongoing. Every effort is made to produce sales and service literature which is current.
This brochure should not be regarded as a precise guide to the latest specifications. This brochure is also not an offer for sales of any particular engine, boat or accessories.
Distributors and dealers are not agents of Mercury Marine and they have no authority to bind Mercury Marine by any express undertaking or representation, including but
not limited to representations of a product sales, application or service nature.
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Voted No.1 by experts!

Mercury was the highest-ranked DFI two-stroke engine in the J.D. Power and Associates 2006
Marine Engine Competitive Information Study. SM Study based on responses from a total of 12,255
owners of 2004 and 2005 model year boats registered between June 1, 2004 and May 31, 2005.


